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be no longer content to march with halting steps towards a distant
goal. The manner in which the Commission had dealt with the all-
absorbing question of simultaneous examinations added to the lack
of enthusiasm with which its conclusions were received. The Indian
view of the case suffered greatly, besides, by the sad and untimely
death of Gokhale. His capacious mind with its vast stores of know-
ledge, fortified by the experience and political sagacity of Pheroze-
shah with whom he was constantly in touch, would Have illumined
the pages of the Report, and made it a political document of the
highest value. It was the one concern of his closing days. He had a
prolonged conference about it with Pherozeshah in the latter's house
the evening before he left for Poona, never to return. He was
stricken down within less than a fortnight, leaving incomplete the
last great task he undertook in the service of the people. With his
disappearance, the Public Services Commission lost whatever title it
had to the confidence of the country, and the Report, barring an
able minute of dissent by Mr. Justice Abdul Rahim of Madras,
proved utterly disappointing to a public hoping against hope for a
gesture of true statesmanship.